APPENDICES
was in no way recognized, but only the presence of AlHed
troops without control was recognized. This led to a series
of difficulties between the Allied Generals and General RA*ET
PASHA, and it was only after great difficulty and patience
that die Lausanne Conference was enabled to open on 2oth
November, 1922, without a rupture at Constantinople having
taken place. This constituted one of the most difficult
periods through which, we have passed. The Allied High
Commissioners were naturally much disturbed by the new
regulations issued almost daily by General RAEET PASHA in
the name of the Government of die Grand National Assembly,
such as the increasing of customs dues and prices generally
(resulting in a shortage of bread), assumption of control of
Turkish police and gendarmerie, die suppression of mixed
Courts, the suspension of officials of the Ottoman Public
Debt, the prohibition of certain articles indispensable to
foreigners, etc., and several meetings were held between the
Allied High Commissioners and Allied Generals on the
subject. It was agreed that^the Allies should show a united
front, and the Allied Generals were instructed to see General
RAEET PASHA with a view to endeavouring to overcome the
difficulties. It was agreed that, if these could not be overcome,
a state of siege would have to be instituted, and the Allied
Governments agreed to this course. The Allied Generals
were able to induce General RAEET PASHA to modify some
of the measures but not all. .
20. I was personally in favour of every possible avenue
being explored before a state of siege was instituted, firsdy
because it meant serious operations, the extent of which
could not be gauged, and, secondly, I was unaware to what
extent the French and Italian Governments would be prepared
to send reinforcements, to my assistance. Then, again, the
brunt of the enemy's attack was certain to fall on the British,
and drastic action in Constantinople would have been the
signal for die British Forces at Chanak and on die Ismid
Peninsula to be attacked. I explained, therefore, to the
Allied High Commissioners diat the institution of a state of
sieere wouldJ probably have meant the commencement of